A new flavone dimer, drypetdimer A (1), was isolated from Drypetes gerrardii J.Hutch. The structure of the new compound was elucidated by detailed spectroscopic analysis such as 1 H, 13 C NMR, COSY, HMQC, HMBC and HREIMS.
The African continent is endowed with world-renowned biodiversity, with a rich multitude of food plants used as herbs, health foods and for therapeutic purposes [1] . In the course of phytochemical studies of medicinal plants from Africa [2a-g] , we investigated Leaves of D. gerrardii (Euphorbiaceae) and here report on the structure elucidation of one new flavone dimer, named drypetdimer A (1) .
Compound 1 was obtained as a yellow amorphous powder. Positive FeCl 3 reaction showed the existence of phenolic hydroxyl groups. Its molecular composition, C 30 H 18 O 11 , was established by combined analysis of its EI-MS (m/z 554.0860, [M] + ) and NMR spectra. The IR spectrum of 1 showed absorption bands for a conjugated and H-bonded carbonyl group (ν max 1654 cm -1 ), an aromatic ring (1600, 1570, 1560, and 1510 cm -1 ) and a hydroxyl group (3250 cm -1 ). The flavonoid nature of the compound was apparent from the UV spectrum, with absorption maxima at 206, 220, 273 and 324 nm [3a] . The 1 H NMR spectrum showed signals for two chelated hydroxyls at δ 13.21 and 12.99 (OH-5 and OH-5''). 1 δ 128.8 (C-2''', C-6''') and 115.8 (C-3''', C-5'''), each representing two carbon atoms, and sixteen sp 2 quaternary carbons. Moreover, based on the HMBC spectrum ( Figure  1 ), two carbonyl carbons at C-4 and C-4'' (δ 182.5 and 182.3) were unambiguously assigned due to long range coupling with H-3 and H-3'', respectively. Thus six oxygens are present as phenolic hydroxyl groups and four oxygens from the flavone nucleus. The remaining one oxygen must be an ether group. The available evidence of the C-6'' chemical shift (δ 126.4) suggests linkage between two flavonoid units at C-3'-O-C-6'' [3b,4a] . The analysis of the mass spectra [3a,4b,4c ] resulted in the proposed fragmentation for the major fragments of 1 as shown in Scheme 1; this fragmention pattern further confirmed structure 1. Further connectivities were established by the HMBC spectrum; the important correlations are shown in Figure 1 . Consequently, the structure was established to be flavone dimer 1 (Figure 1) , named drypetdimer A. [3a,4b,4c ].
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Experimental
General: IR, Nicolet-510P spectrophotometer; MS, MAT 8200 and Micromass LCT mass spectrometers; NMR, Bruker AMX-500; CC, silica gel (70-230 and 230-400 mesh; E-Merck, Darmstadt, Germany), and Sephadex LH-20 (Amersham Biosciences AB, Uppsala, Sweden).
Plant material:
The leaves of D. gerrardii were collected in Kilifi, Coast province in Kenya, in July 2004 and authenticated by Simon Mathenge of Nairobi University, Kenya. A voucher specimen (MM/07/04) was deposited in Nairobi University herbarium, Chiromo Campus.
Extraction and isolation:
The dried and powdered leaves (1 kg) of D. gerrardii were exhaustively and sequentially extracted with petroleum ether, CH 2 Cl 2 , EtOAc and MeOH. Each extract was concentrated in vacuo to obtain petroleum ether-, CH 2 Cl 2 -and EtOAc-soluble fractions, respectively. The petroleum ether and the CH 2 Cl 2 crude extracts were combined based on their similarity on the TLC plate. The combined extract (32.6 g) was subjected to column chromatography on silica gel using petroleum ether, petroleum ether-EtOAc, EtOAc-MeOH and finally, pure MeOH as the mobile phase to yield 95 fractions (F ). Fractions F 75-85 were combined and further separated by silica gel column chromatography eluting with CH 2 Cl 2 -MeOH (9:1) to give yellow amorphous powder of drypetdimer A (1, 5 mg 
